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Speaker this month is Dusty Richards!
[image: image2.jpg]



JUMPSTART YOUR WRITING CAREER JANUARY 19

By Jackie King

   National bestselling author Dusty Richards will speak to TNW members on January 19. The two-time winner of the prestigious Western SPUR award will share writing secrets.
   In 2010 Dusty hopes to finish and sell his 100th western book. A nonfiction offering, HOW TO WRITE A WESTERN, will be number 97 and is sure to be a boon to all wannabe western writers.
   Dusty hails from Springdale, Arkansas with his charming wife riding shotgun. Those in the know say that Dusty is able to spend hour after hour at the computer because Pat cooks, irons, and keeps the home fires burning. The perfect writer’s wife, Pat continually READS romances. Dusty’s joined TNW’s Foxy Hens for TWO FOXY HENS AND ONE BIG ROOSTER in 2009.
   Don’t miss this larger-than-life speaker and the writing secrets he promises to share with folks who show up at Martin East Regional Library, 26th and Garnett, at 7 p.m.

[image: image3.jpg]



THE PREZ SEZ…   
 What an honor to be your 2009 TNW President. With it being the new year, now is the logical time to make your yearly writing goals. 
    I love the movie What About Bob? and the idea of baby steps. Anyone remember that one? The premise is to take small incremental steps toward a BIG idea – for a writer: small steps toward what you want to achieve in your writing career. With that in mind, start your writing year right with S.M.A.R.T. goals: 
    Specific. “Work on my novel when inspiration strikes” is not specific. “Finish my cozy mystery” or “Attend two writing conferences in 2010” is.
    Measurable. “Send some more queries” cannot be measured. “Write 1000 words a day” or “Post blog entries three times per week” can be. 
    Attainable. “Publish a NYT Bestseller” is probably not within reach. “Submit two articles a month” is. So is “Submit three entries to the OWFI contest” (Hint – The 2009 deadline is Feb. 1.)
    Realistic. “Get a $50,000 advance” may not be realistic. “Write one article and one query per week” is. 
    Timely. "Write a novel” needs a time frame. “Finish my novel before the OWFI Conference” gives you a timely goal. 
    Think S.M.A.R.T. with your goals in 2010 and write like the wind. I’m pulling for you.
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  Myra Johnson's Heartsong Presents novel Autumn Rains was chosen as the Philosophy of Romance Book of the Year for 2009 by "Vince," who has been engaged in an in-depth study of the romance genre. Read Vince's review and commentary at http://vmres.blogspot.com/2009/12/announcing-philosophy-of-romance-book.html[image: image5.jpg]


 Barbara Howell will be the guest author at Prairie Rose Gracious Retirement Community on Riverside Drive in Tulsa during a free event open for the public on Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
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Winners of the Opening Line Contest are Wendy Smith, Carolyn Steele, Valerie Gawthrop and Cindy Hays. 
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  Oh yeah, Gloria Shirley was awarded the 2009 TNW of the year award!

TNW Teaches!
Mark Darrah teaches "Dreams:  Writing the Rest of the Story" at the TCC Metro campus beginning February 11 at 7:00 pm.  The class will meet on four Thursday nights.  To enroll or for more information, call Continuing Education at 595-7766.  The class will explore how images 
from dreams can be used in fiction and poetry and as a source for creativity.
And Another Thing…
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  Alma Barnes wrote her annual “Swearing in the Officers” poem and conducted the honors while wearing a judicial robe. The crowd chanted that old 60s mantra: “Here come da judge, here come da judge, order in the court ‘cause here come da judge!” 
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 The 2010 TNW officers are: President Carla Stewart, VP Valerie Gawthrop, Treasurer Brad Smith, Greeter Joyce Ross and Editor Gloria Shirley.
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Sorry Carla-I couldn’t help myself.
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Part of the happy gang.
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Chatting away in the kitchen.
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Eileen Ryan giving me directions, maybe?
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2009 Prez Romney Nesbitt & Linda Trout
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No picture of Peggy Fielding would look right without a man in it! 
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Some of our sweet TNW ladies.
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Norma’s daughter kindly loaned us her lovely home for the party
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Miz Alma Barnes before she donned her robe



Let’s all have a great, productive new year. Get those OWFI contest entries ready!! You only have until February 1!!                                                                                          
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