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This Month ï ITôS ALL ABOUT US!   

 

WINNERôS CIRCLE 

by VP Valerie Gawthrop 

Someone thumps a microphone to make sure itôs 

turned on. The lights dim. Dishes rattle as the 

tables are cleared of banquet fare. Itôs Saturday 

night at the annual OWFI conference and 

attendees are perched on the hard edge of their 

seats waiting for the results of the 2010 writerôs 

contest. The Emmys, Oscars and Grammys all 

rolled into one. Thatôs what it means for those 

brave enough to enter and those fortunate 

enough to win.  

   And the winner isé applause erupts from the 

clubôs reserved tables each time a Tulsa 

NightWritersô name is announced. The May 

meeting is an opportunity to relive that 

excitement or, for those who couldnôt attend the 

awards banquet, itôs a first chance to 

congratulate the fourteen members who brought 

home twenty three awards. 

   Join us at the May meeting and witness the run 

for the roses, oops, forgive the switch to horse 

track metaphor. If you won an award please 

attend and take your place in the winnerôs circle 

for a well deserved ovation. All members are 

urged to come and recognize the talented 

members of our group who did us proud in 

Oklahoma City.   

   Come meet and be encouraged by our fellow 

Tulsa NightWriters on May 18 at Martin 

Library, 26
th
 and Garnett, 7-8 PM.  

 

   ñThere is nothing mystical about writing a 

novel and having it published. There is no code 

word, no magic button, no secret handshake. It is 

sweat equity. It is the butt in the chair and the 

hands on the keyboard. It is meeting deadlines 

for delivery, and deadlines for edits, and 

deadlines for copyedits, and deadlines for pass 

proofs.ò  

   To those of you who were at the OWFI 

conference, these words may sound familiar. 

They were from the keynote speech of the 

lovely, NYT best-selling author, Dana 

Stabenow. If you missed it and want to read the 

entire speech you can read it on Danaôs website, 

www.stabenow.com .  Words from an author 

who knows what it takes.   

   And apparently many Tulsa NightWriters 

know also because we had a flurry of winners at 

the Awards Banquet. Iôm so proud to be part of 

this group. Please come to our May meeting as 

we recognize our winners and learn from some 

of them the secrets to their success. And major 

kudos to Gloria Teague who was elected as the 

new OWFI Board Secretary!!  

   In the meantime, what ñsweat equityò have 

you invested in this month?   

   Joy in the journey!  
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 Our members have brags  

Normally Iôd post each brag next to each 

personôs photo but thatôs too complicated this 

month because there so many OWFI winners: 

Category 2   Contemporary Romance Novel .. 14 

entries   3
rd

 Place    Dw!±9 {9/w9¢{ Χ [ƛƴŘŀ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ 

Category 10   Young Adult Book.. 21 entries   3
rd

 

Place     ²h¦b595 ²!wwLhw Χ WƛƳ [ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

Category 11   Poetry Unrhymed Short ..83 entries 

   1
st
 Place    {hC¢ 9·L¢ΧΦ  Carol Lavelle Snow 

   3
rd

 HnMn  Lb ²L¢I ¢I9 b9²Χ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ wȅŀƴ 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ мп tƻŜǘǊȅ wƘȅƳŜŘ [ƻƴƎ Χ рф ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   1
st
 HnMn  ! t[!/9 ¢h tw!¸Χ WƛƳ [ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

Category 15  {ƘƻǊǘ {ƘƻǊǘ {ǘƻǊȅ Χ ун ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   7
th
 Iƴab ¢I9 .99 a!w¢Lb Χ aΦ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ {ǘŜŜƭŜ 

   8
th
 HnMn  THE HARD TRUTH Χ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ wȅŀƴ 

 Category 16  Short Story Adult ..70 entries 

   2
nd

 Place   5hLbD [LC9 Χ /ŀǊƻƭ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

   3
rd

 Place    ¦b/[9 w![tIL9 Χ 5ƻǊƛǎ ²ƘŜŜƭǳǎ 

   1
st
 HnMn  ¢I9 tL/¢¦w9 Χ 5ƻƴƴŀ [Ŝ 

   5
th
 HnMn  Lb ¢I9 !wa{ hC !bD9[{ Χ DƭƻǊƛŀ 

Teague 

   7
th
 HnMn  WASHDAY E±9w¸ ahb5!¸ Χ WƛƳ aƛǎŜǊ  

Category 19 Sci-CƛκCŀƴǘŀǎȅκIƻǊǊƻǊ {ƘƻǊǘ {ǘƻǊȅ Χ нф 

entries 

   3
rd

 Place    ¢I9 tLhb99w {tLwL¢ Χ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ wȅŀƴ 

 Category 20       Prose Humor   62 entries 

   3
rd

 Place    GOING GREEN, ORANGE, BLACK 

AND .[¦9 Χ WƻȅŎŜ CŜƴǿƛŎƪ 

Category 21 9ǎǎŀȅ Χ по ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   3
rd

 HnMn  a9[¦bD9hb{ !ahbD ¦{ Χ aŀǊȅ !Φ 

Shackleford 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ нн tƭŀȅκCƛƭƳκ¢± {ŎǊƛǇǘ Χ мо ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   2
nd

 HnMn  {I!5h²{ Χ 5ŀƭŜ ²ƘƛǎƳŀƴ 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ нп CŜŀǘǳǊŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ Χ нл ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   2
nd

 Place   THE TEN-YEAR NIGHTMARE OF BETTY 

!w9¸ Χ 5ƻǊƛǎ Wheelus 

   1
st
 HnMn  L {¦w±L±95 w9¢!L[ I9[[ Χ WƛƳ [ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ нс LƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻǎŜ Χ рн ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   1
st
 Place    [h{¢ !b5 Ch¦b5 Χ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ wȅŀƴ 

   1
st
 HnMn  BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU PRAY FOR 

.9/!¦{9 ¸h¦ W¦{¢ aLDI¢ D9¢ L¢ Χ 5ƻǊƛǎ ²ƘŜŜƭǳǎ 

Category 28 Confesǎƛƻƴ {ǘƻǊȅ Χ мр ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   1
st
 HnMn  L {95¦/95 ¢I9 Dwhha Χ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ wȅŀƴ 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ нф bƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŎ tǊƻǎŜ Χ сл ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   4
th
 HnMn  /wh{{LbD h±9w Χ DƭƻǊƛŀ ¢ŜŀƎǳŜ 

/ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ол .Ŝǎǘ WǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ .ƻƻƪ Χ п ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

   1
st
 HnMn  ENVIRONMENTALISM: HOW YOU CAN 

MAKE A DIFFEREN/9 Χ aŀǊȅ aŎLƴǘȅǊŜ /ƻƭŜȅ 

            ARE WE GOOD OR ARE WE GOOD?  
 

Dale Whisman's latest screenplay, SHADOWS, 

received a Second Honorable Mention 

at OWFI. The same screenplay won First Place 

at the BareBones International 

Independent Film Festival in Muskogee the 

previous weekend. The screenplay is now being 

considered by Mr. Aki Aleong, President and 

CEO of Mustard Seed-Films in California.  

 

Dan Case said ñHere's a good reason to attend 

the OWFI conference. I was sitting down eating 

breakfast with Joanna Lutz, associate editor at 

Clubhouse Magazine. I wasn't pitching anything, 

just carrying on a conversation. She mentioned 

that she taught Sunday School -- I told her that I 

taught the 9-year-old boys in Sunday School and 

on Wednesday night the same boys in Cub 

Scouts. I then told her about how we were 

making ófox-holeô radios for a project the next 

week. I just received an email from her saying 

that she had told the editor about the project and 

he wants me to send him a proposal for an 

article in Clubhouse. How 'bout that? I wasn't 

even trying.ò 

 

Jim Laughterôs From Victim to Hero ï The 

Untold Story of Steven Stayner, which released 

on Monday, April 20, 2010 and is now available 

in both paperback and as an eBook download. 

 

Myra Johnson contributed 15 devotions for the 

April -May-June 2010 issue of Christ in Our 

Home. The devotional guide is a publication of 

Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Radine Trees Nehring will be in Tulsa at 

Steve's signing her new novel, JOURNEY TO 
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DIE FOR solo from 1-3 on Saturday, May 22, 

and again with "Tulsa NightWriters on the 

Porch" at Steve' from noon until 2:00 on June 

26th.  (Free gifts with all books sold on May 

22.)   

  Carla 

Stewart--CHASING LILACS received 3 new 

reviews this month: A Starred Review from 

Publisherôs Weekly, 4 1/2 Stars from Romantic 

Times Reviews, and a nice write-up in Christian 

Retailing. She will have a live interview with 

Christianbook.com on June 1. 

 

CLASS 

Free class on Writing Synopsis for TNW 

members, at Peggy Fieldingôs home, 3332 E. 4th 

St., Tulsa, 7:00 pm. 

  

And Another Thingé 

I am going to be out of state for a couple of 

weeks, beginning the end of May so Iôll be 

sending out an EARLY  reminder to submit 

brags. So that thereôs no interruption of the 

newsletter, youôll need to have your news to me 

by NO LATER than Sunday, May 30, 5 pm.   

One more side note here: I noticed a couple of 

troubling things during the OWFI conference. 

One is talking while the speaker has the floor. 

Iôve noticed this even during TNW meetings. 

Your elementary school teachers wouldnôt allow 

that! The other thing I heard was someone 

pushing either their own book or a friendôs book 

during a speakerôs presentation. Both are rude 

and I hope all of us stop and remember our 

manners in the future. 

And then there was the 

conferenceéééé. 

  

Linda Trout -winner!  

  

Eileen Ryan-winner!  

  

Joyce Fenwick-winner!  

  

Carolyn Steele-winner!  
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Jim Laughter-winner!  

  

Gloria Teague-winner!  

 

 Dale Whisman-winner!  

  

Donna Le-winner!  

  

Carol Johnson-winner! 

 
Mary McIntire Coley -winner!  

 

 Donna Jones & Karen Cornell 
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Vickie McDonough, Carolyn Steele, Margaret 

Daly & Carla Stewart 

 

Peggy Fielding 

 

Tony Lo Presti & Michael Sasser 

 

Brad Smith & Myra Johnson 

 

Kathlyn Smith  (thanks for taking pictures!) 

 

Jim Laughter & Bob Avey 


