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Our guest for July is very own 

Charles “Chuck” Sasser!  
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By Bob Avey
A Writer and a Gentleman

As I sit at my desk, contemplating what to write, I recall the first time I met Chuck Sasser. At the time, the fiction critique group met at the used car sales office at Spraker Volkswagen, and Chuck came hobbling in with a cast, or something equally evil in nature on his foot. He’d broken it in a fight, a kickboxing match I think. I wondered what horrible brand of prose might this man splatter onto a page. I was to be surprised.

Chuck read a short story about a pregnant woman on a bus, which not only captured my attention but offered a revelation as well: It’s not so much the content, the what’s-the-story-about thing as it is the style of delivery. A good writer brings out the extraordinary in ordinary things. And, in my opinion, they don’t come any better than Charles W. Sasser.

I’m not alone in my opinion. Chuck has published over fifty books, both fiction and non-fiction, and 2500 articles. While most of us frazzle our nerves with newsletters, blogs, podcasts, fraudcasts or whatever the next cast to boost our sales and name recognition might be, Chuck sits at home and writes. No wonder he’s always smiling.

Chuck has it all figured out. If you would like to figure it out as well, come to the Tulsa NightWriters meeting Tuesday, July 21, at 7 pm at Martin Regional Library, 2601 S, Garnett and listen to what Mr. Sasser has to say.
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The Prez Sez by Romney Nesbitt
TIME IS ON YOUR SIDE

What makes a success?  Right connections, timing, luck, talent? Add 10,000 hours to that list and you’ve got the right answer. Malcolm Gladwell, author of The Tipping Point and Blink has a new book, Outliers. Gladwell’s ideas make sense; and, as a result, I’m writing more often and putting in more time. 

Gladwell’s sociological research about success is eye-opening: success depends on many factors: family, advantages, opportunities, culture, technology and most of all TIME—the mysterious 10,000 hours of practice. He tells the story of 8th grader Bill Gates who, in 1968, had access to one of the first computers in the country and the Beatles who played 8 hours a day at a strip joint in Hamburg, Germany for a year. Practice does make perfect—perfect computer programmers, perfect musicians and perfect writers.

So what does this have to do with you? You’ve got TIME, 10,000 hours in fact. Don’t be put off by that number--lots of people have logged in 10,000 hours watching TV or surfing the net or chatting on email. Ten hours of writing per week for a year will net 520 hours. Double your time and you’ve logged in 1000 hours. Now, think back, what’s your best guess on your writing time total to date? You may be closer to success than you think. It’s not hard to spend the time; time gets spent one way or the other. The question is how will you spend yours?

OUR MEMBERS HAVE GREAT NEWS!   [image: image4]
[image: image5.jpg]


 Deanna Pounder tells us True Romance Magazine is going to use her confession, My Cat Is A Matchmaker, in the September issue.
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 The foxy Hens, Peggy Fielding & Jackie King, spoke for the Stillwater Writers at the Stillwater Public Library on June 20. Then they signed at the Hastings Bookstore in Stillwater. 
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Gloria Teague Shirley currently has two articles out, one titled Setting the Table for Success in www.writingfordollars.com and an author’s interview in Jozette’s Desk, a newsletter for writers, www.jozette.webs.com/authorinterviews2009.htm
Upcoming Member Events
Multiple TNW authors will be involved with the Eastern Oklahoma Author Festival in Tahlequah on August 8. http://eoauthorfest.synthasite.com/
This n That 

As I’ve said before, I’m on the lookout for an editor for NightScripts, our newsletter. I’ve done this for a few years & I feel it’s time to hand over the reigns to a new editor. I’m here until Dec. 31 as promised. 
TNW Officers for 2009:

President: Romney Nesbitt,  President@nightwriters.org
V Pres: Carla Stewart, VicePresident@nightwriters.org
Treasurer: Jim Miser, treasurer@nightwriters.org
Newsletter/Web: Gloria Shirley, editor@nightwriters.org 
Website Assistant: Brad Smith
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Insane (but true) headlines

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says 
     (Ya think?)
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers  
       (Now that's taking things a bit far!)
 
Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over  
      (What a guy!)
 
Miners Refuse to Work after Death 
 (No-good-for-nothing' lazy so-and-so's!)
 
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant 
(See if that works any better than a fair trial!)
 
War Dims Hope for Peace  
 (I can see where it might have that effect!)
 
 If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile 
   (Really?)
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Let me introduce you to TNW member

Deanna Ponder
My name is Deanna Ponder.  I joined TNW early this year after hearing about the wonderful stuff you guys do. I’m glad I did.  In this short time, my perspective on the writing industry has grown by leaps and bounds. Most of my prior knowledge of the industry was centered around romance.


To date, I have one published article with Life’s Vintage Newsmagazine and another is due out this fall with Sew News Magazine. I have also written several articles for Romance Writers Ink’s newsletter that have been reprinted by other RWA chapter newsletters. Just yesterday I received an email from Dorchester saying one of the two confessions I submitted would be used in the September issue of True Romance (*happy dance*). They also have a couple of my poems so I’m keeping my fingers crossed.


Currently, I am working on a non-fiction book about how to start a hand-made jewelry business (some of my jewelry is on display at the Frugal Bookworm in Tulsa). I also have several romance novels in various states of completion. I plan to enter two of these in RWI’s unpublished contest, Where The Magic Begins, this fall (wish me luck!).


When I’m not writing or making jewelry, I try to keep up with three boys (one of which is my hubby), a cat, a dog and a handful of goldfish. I’m lucky that my mother also lives with us, so she helps keep me on track and somewhat sane.
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