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Our speaker is Joanie Stephenson!

By

Gloria Teague Shirley
 I doubt if there’s a Tulsa NightWriter anywhere that hasn’t heard of Steve’s Sundry Books and Magazines at 2612 S. Harvard in Tulsa.  Not only is it one of our favorite places, it’s been the gathering place of fans, both young and old, for decades. In fact, that’s how Joanie Stephenson evolved into the manager/operator of the prized book store.

As a young girl she used to ride her bike to the store, sit in “her” seat at the lunch counter and read a comic book for so long that Steve would ask her, “You going to buy that comic or read it here?”  Joanie was the kind of girl that most of us can relate to-an introvert that preferred to lock herself away from the world and get lost in words.  And though she didn’t realize it, she was a writer’s dream—someone who also loved unusual characters, fantasies and mysterious worlds.

Though she was a fixture at the book store, she never knew anyone other than the owner.  Then serendipity—while on a college campus Joanie met David.  They discovered they were both from Tulsa and David’s father just happened to own a small business-Steve’s Sundry Books and Magazines on Sheridan. That was the beginning of a long and happy marriage, both for the young couple and Joanie and her former book store away from home.

Come listen to Joanie Stephenson tell us what books stores are interested in and how we can get our work on the shelves.

The meeting will be on Tuesday, February 17 at 7:00 (you can come a little early to chat and mingle) at the Martin Library, 26th and Garnett in Tulsa.
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The Prez Sez by Romney Nesbitt
     My youngest son, Dash, a junior viola performance major at Indiana University, came home for Christmas break carrying his viola, a mountain of dirty clothes and a burden on his heart. He said, “Mom, I can’t make myself practice, even though I have my recital in the spring, I just can’t. I need some coaching.”

      Practicing every day was as automatic for Dash as brushing his teeth. Not practicing set him on a downward spiral of discouragement and despair. We decided to postpone any problem-solving attempts until he was rested and relaxed. Like any self-respecting college student he slept till noon for a few days, ate all the cereal in the house, watched TV and went out with friends. A couple of days later I heard a familiar sound coming from his bedroom. Banjo! Dash was playing “I’ll Fly Away,” one of his favorite gospel bluegrass tunes. The simple joy of making music for the fun of it turned my son’s mood around and before long he was practicing his viola again.  

     When work becomes so serious that it steals your joy to do your work, then you have to do something else to hit your restart button. Dash was weary from the pressures of his semester and found relief in some Banjo R & R. What’s your R & R when you can’t seem to make yourself write? A good novel? A writing class? Movies on the Lifetime Channel? Let me suggest coming to a TNW meeting. You’re sure to be inspired!

OUR MEMBERS HAVE GREAT NEWS!   
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 Wal-Mart invited Mary Sue Lopez to hold her premiere book signing of ALL THE WAY HOME. Look for her on Saturday, February 14th, 1-4 pm inside the Sand Springs Super Store, Highways 412 & 97, surrounded by her own little jungle.  
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 Gloria Teague Shirley is happy to see her article in You and Me-American Medical Magazine. She also went over the galley of her book, Beyond the Surgeon’s Touch, and anticipates its release this month. She has a signing on Valentine’s Day for Saturday Night Cocoa Fudge at Steve’s Books, 2612 S. Harvard, Tulsa, 2-4 pm.  
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  Carol Snow’s husband, Howard, will be interviewed on three different radio stations about the book he and Carol wrote, Gray Warriors: KITZ-AM and KGTK-AM in Seattle on Feb. 4th at 5 PM, WBZ-AM in Boston on Feb. 10th at 11:30 AM, and Voice of America on Feb 12th at 11:05 AM.
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 Carolyn Steele’s short story, "The Grandmother, 1836" has been chosen to be included in the anthology, Voices II. 
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  Radine Trees Nehring’s essay, "Defining Yourself as a Writer" sold to Wolfmont Press for THE WRITER'S JOURNEY JOURNAL.  
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 Judith Emerson gave a book reading at the American Indian Community House for her soon to be published book “MYTHMAKERS” New York.
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 Bob Avey sold an article, "Promote Your Book with a Blog Tour” to Writing for Dollars.
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 Vickie McDonough sold her first full-length novel to Barbour Publishing the first week of Feb.

Upcoming Member Events
Peggy Fielding, Romney Nesbitt and Jacqueline (Jackie) King will sign books at Steve's Sundry this Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m. If you're in Tulsa join us at 2612 S. Harvard Ave just off Hwy 51--Broken Arrow Expressway. 
Saturday, February 14, come buy your sweetheart a valentine of a book. Gloria Teague Shirley will be signing her book, Saturday Night Cocoa Fudge, at Steve’s in Tulsa.
This n That
Be sure to get your registration in for the OWFI conference the first weekend of May!
TNW Teaching Classes:
Check your TCC catalogue or go to http://www.tulsacc.edu to see the classes our members are teaching.

From the editor: 
I hope all of you have gotten your entries mailed in for the OWFI conference writing contest.  As usual, I had a couple of ideas for new short stories but I’d already mailed mine in.  Oh well.  It’s right about this time I start getting all excited about the conference. Even if I don’t win any prizes I always have a great time with my friends and meeting new people. And then there are the interesting lectures and all the things we learn to make us better writers and sell more of our work. I hope to see all of you there.
TNW Officers for 2009:

President: Romney Nesbitt,  President@nightwriters.org
V Pres: Carla Stewart, VicePresident@nightwriters.org
Treasurer: Jim Miser, treasurer@nightwriters.org
Newsletter/Web: Gloria Shirley, editor@nightwriters.org 
Website Assistant: Ken Hess
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Allow me to introduce

Mark Darrah
Member of
The Tulsa NightWriters
    Why are you a NightWriter?  Because as Peggy Fielding says, "I always learn something new." It encourages me when I see others succeed.  I know I'm not alone when I do not.

    What do you write?  I'm a published essayist, short story writer, and sixteen performance mysteries of mine have been successfully produced in Oklahoma and Arkansas.

    Any special accomplishments as a writer?  Although not one, I wrote the first performance mystery specifically for a nudist camp, performed by nudists for an audience of nudists.  The crowd loved the show and we got a standing ovation.  You'd be surprised at how many body parts jiggle when naked people stand and clap.

    Where are you from?  The Athens of Northeastern Oklahoma – Tahlequah  (and Ada, Altus, Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Kingfisher, and Hinton).

    People wouldn't suspect what?  I'm a fan of country music, opera, and Space Age architecture.

    Writing space?  My computer sits on my great-grandfather's lawyer table and a picture of Woody Guthrie hangs on the wall behind it.  A glittery rock from Horse Thief Springs Trail in the Winding Stair Mountains serves as a paperweight.

    Where has your writing appeared? In Cottonwood, The Oklahoma Bar Journal, distinctly Oklahoma, Mosaic, and www.xlpanazine.com.

    The rest of the time?  I practice law (wills, probate, trust litigation, business formation, and general civil practice) and teach writing for Continuing Education at TCC.  Besides looking after my parents who both suffer from severe degenerative neurological diseases, I kiss my alluring wife, Jackie, and walk the wonder dog, Sammi.

    Most valued writing experience?  Attending the University of Iowa Summer Writing Festival.

    Best American Novel?  The Grapes of Wrath or The Last Picture Show or To Kill a Mockingbird.
    Two most important writing lessons?  First, God can create boring characters but writers can't.  Second, sometimes writing is inspired; sometimes it feels like picking up boulders and stacking them inside your computer.  Usually you usually can't tell the difference later.
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